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Housing Need among Off-reserve

Aboriginal Lone Parents in Canada

A great many Canadian lone-parent households have low incomes and are in 6 Z(y Of

housing need. However, low income and housing need are the norm in Aboriginal 0

lone-parent households. This issudkesearch and Development Highlights 1M1

presents an overview of their housing situation and explores some of the causes of Abo rl g I n al
their housing need. Particular attention is devoted to younger women living in IO n e are nt

urban areas since their housing problems tend to be most serious.

The Data households

The information and data provided in this issue primarily come from special

tabulations using two of the richest and most comprehensive information sources Off rese rve
available for understanding the housing situation of Canadian Aboriginal 1
people—theAboriginal Peoples Survegnd the 1991 Census. The housing are In CO re
standards of Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation’s core housing need h O | n

model are applied to these data to assess housing need among Aboriginal lone- US g

parent households living off-reserve. Households whose housing does not meet d
one or more of the standards for adequacy, suitability or affordability and whose n ee .
income is insufficient to afford rental housing that does meet standards are
considered to be in core housing need. Figure 1: Incideoce amd Level of Core

T Housing Seed in Lone-parent
P””h”ﬂl‘ Howseholds in Aboriginagl and Al

Camanclionn Hovseliolds

The Overall Picture

Lorss-Farart Househalds sbongral Lone-Pament Housaholos
' 7 A by 1% 2l A b el Housishois
Aboriginal households residing off-reserve are more likely than other Ca e — T

households to both include a lone parent and to be in core housing need [ oomvmng b3 [t S
1 shows that in 1991, more than one fifth of Aboriginal households residi
off-reserve were headed by a lone parent, and 62% of Aboriginal lone-p.
households were in core housing need. Overall, 408B6%iginal lone-parent
households resided off-reserve in 1991, of these, 24,940 were in core h
need. Core housing need levels are especially high among the great ma]
Aboriginal lone parents who are women, under the ag® difving in cities
and towns. Seventy-two percent of these lone mothers are in core housi
need: they make up three-quarters of all Aboriginal lone parents in core need.

Cette publication est aussi disponible en franQais sous le titre Los besoins do logement des families monoparentales autoclitones
hors réserves au Canada
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Socio~-Economid=actorsAffecting Housing Need

Aboriginal lone-parenthouseholdsaremoresusceptibleo corehousingneedprimarily becauseof
very low incomes.Theiraveragehouseholdncomeis two fifths that of otherAboriginal
householdsand only onethird that of otherCanadiarhouseholdsWell overthreein five are below
StatisticsCanada’sLow-Income Cutoffs. Thesestatisticsreflect low levelsof labourforce
participation,a predominancef womenworking in low-paying occupationsgender-relatedvage
gapsand also very often, the presencef asingleincomeearner.Only a third of non-senior
Aboriginal lone parentsareemployed,and amongthis group,a largeminority havefoundwork in
low-paying salesandservicejobs. Low levelsof labourforce participationandpoor payingjobs
arein turnrelatedto low levels of educationalattainmentamongmany Aboriginal lone parentsas
well as high proportionswho areyoung and raising smallchildren.

Other FactorsinfluencingHousing Need

All acrosghe country, large proportionsof Aboriginal lone-parentiouseholdsarein corehousing
need—varyingirom a low of justunderhalfin Quebecto a high of 72% in Saskatchewa(igure
2). The highestlevelsof core needamongAboriginal lone-parenhouseholdsarefound in the
urbanareasof Manitoba, SaskatchewaandBritish Columbia—peakingn the cities of Winnipeg,
Saskatoorand Vancouver.In all Manitobaand Saskatchewanities, low incomeis the
predominanfactor.In Vancouverhigherincomesaremore than off-set by very highhousing

Figure 2: Core Housing Need Levels for Lone-parent Households By Region and Large Census

Metropolitan Areas
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costs While lone-paremnhousehold are less comma inrural areasand levek of core housing 510/ :
neel are lower, they still make up one in six of all rural Aborigind household and one quarte of 0_arein

those in core housirg need. core housinq

Corehousirg nedal levek areparticularly high amoryg statws Indian and M~tis lone-parent neej and
household (64% and 65% respectively)Wome who hawe Indian statws arealso much more likely
to be lone parensthan are othe Aborigind people Both Stats Indian and Métis lone parensare  pe|ow the
heavily concentratdin the urbanareasof Manitoba Saskatchewaand British Columbia In rural
areas vely largeproportiors of Inuit lone-parenmothes arein core housirg neal (72%),
reflecting the vag majority living inlow-incorme and crowdedextendd family householdsLevels
of crowding aremog seriowsin the Northwes Territories where just unde half of lone-parem Inuit Standard .
household arein core housirg need and below the suitability standard. 224 are in

Seventy-sevepercen of Aborigind lone-parethousehold rentand 69% of these household are core need
in core housirg need Still, even amoryg lone-paremhousehold which own, 38% arein core

housirg need The highes levek of core housirg neal in the country (just over 80%) are found and Crowded .
amory yourg femak Aborigind lone parens living asrentersin the urbanareasof Winnipeg,
SaskatoopPrince Albert and North Battleford and in Vancouver.

Figure 3: Incidence of Households Below

Elemens of Housirg Need Specific Standards' and in Core Housing

Need. All Canadian, Aboriginal, and
Jud ove half of Aborigind lone-parethousehold are in core need Aboriginal Lone-parent Households
becaus they hawe low incomes and sperd 30% or more of their -

incone for shelte (see Figure 3). A further 22% of lone-parent

household arein core neal and crowded A majority of core need
household that are crowded also experiene affordability problems.
Many Aborigind lone parensaccep the crowding resulting from = = E
sharingaccommodatiosiwith others in order to pod economic

All Canadian Households

resourceto pay for shelter Affordability, and often commensurate, ™ ™ "
suitability problems aremos comma amorg urbanrenters Just ANl Aboriginal Houssholds

unde two thirds of urban renters arein core housirg neel and -
experiencig affordability problems More than a quarte of urban
rentersfall belov multiple standardsin mog casesaffordability and @ @

suitability. 9% % %

Aboriginal Lone-Parent Households
Conclusion $
@ ‘HtN
16% 2%

Aborigind lone-paremhousehold arevery likely to be in core
housirg need The high likelihood of their being in need is primarily ‘Adequacy Suitability Atfordability
the resut of low incomes that stan from inequities experiencd in the " Howieholds may b beow more thas one core Rousieg aeed standard.
labour force and elsewheeby women and Aborigind peopkin

general The® inequitissareamplified by low levek of schooling and the inability of mary to

ente the labou force becaus of child-rearing responsibilities It is thus not surprising that

affordabilityis a predominamproblem.

Irrespective of the areaof the country in which they reside extremey high proportions of
Aborigind lone-paremmhousehold arein corehousirg need In urbanManitobg Saskatchewarand
British Columbig wher mog Aborigind lone-parethousehold are located core housirg need
affecs more than seve of ten household overall, and eight in ten of those renting.
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This isste of Researh and DevelopmenHighlights has been producel as part of a concerted
researd program that aims to bette understad Aborigind housirg conditiorsin Canada today.
This work draws on comprehensi studies of Aborigind peoples and their housirg conditions
acrossthe country For further information abou the contens of this highlight, conta¢ John
Engeland Researh Division, at (613 748-2799 or e-mait jengelan@cmhc.e-mail.com

CMHC carriesout and finances abroadrange of researdon the social economt and technical
aspecs on housing This isste of Researb and DevelopmetHighlights isone of a seriesintended
to inform readesabou the natureand scope of thes activities.

For more informatian on CMHC housirg researd or to order any of our publications contact:

The CanadianHousirg Information Centre
CanadMortgage and Housirg Corporation
Building C1-200

700 Montred Road

Ottawa, Ontario

KI A OP7

1-800-668-2642
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