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Housing Need in
Metropolitan
Areas, 1991
Canada’s Aboriginal Peoples

ed to
In 1991, about 70 per cent of Canada’s Aboriginal population lived off reserves, mainly in urban
areas. In this highlight, housing conditions for Native households residing in Canada’s Census
Metropolitan Areas (CMAs) are examined and compared to non-Native housing conditions.
Native households are those in which people of Aboriginal origin maintain the household.

The Measurement of Housing Need

All information on CMA housing conditions and need is based on the 1991 Census. It provides the information requir
calculate core housing need and a sample large enough to ensure CMA data reliability across the country.

Housing conditions are assessed to identify households living below
standards for affordability, adequacy or suitability. Households whose housing
does not meet one or more standards and whose income is insufficient to afford
rental housing which does meet standards are considered to be in core housing
need.

Housing conditions are profiled only for housed Native and non-Native
households. Data are not available for Aboriginal or non-Aboriginal persons who,
at census time, resided in collective dwellings such as rooming houses or were
homeless.

Today, almost 60 per cent of off-reserve Native households live in metropolitan
areas. This compares to 66 per cent of non-Native households. And, despite
progress in their housing conditions, these Native households are still one-third
more likely to live below housing standards than non-Native households.

The Overall Picture
Cette publication est aussi disponible en français sous le titre Besoins de logement dans les régions métropolitaines — 1991—
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Moreover,theyarefarmore likely thannon-
Nativehouseholdsto lacksufficientincome
toobtain adequate,suitablerentalaccommo-
dationin theirCMAs without havingto pay
30percentor moreof their grosshousehold
income. As a result,theyare almost60 per
centmorelikely to bein corehousingneed
thannon-Nativehouseholds(Figures1 and2).

Nativehouseholdsfacethesame
challengein metropolitanhousingmarketsas
non-Nativehouseholds:to find affordable
housingthat is suitablein sizeandadequate
in condition. Forboth,housingaffordability
is thebiggesthurdle. However,Native
householdsfind it muchmoredifficult to find
suitableandadequatedwellingsthan non-
Nativehouseholds,and indeedto meetevery
aspectof thehousingchallenge.

Nativehouseholdsaremuch moreprone
than non-Nativehouseholdsto live in
dwellingsthat arecrowdedor in needof
majorrepairs:theyare2.2timesaslikely to
bein core housingneedbecauseof adequacy
problems,and2.3timesas likely becauseof
suitability problems.At the sametime, they
are also 1.5 timesaslikely to bein need
becauseof affordabilityproblems.

All typesof Nativehouseholdsexperience
higher levelsof housingneedthan non-
Nativehouseholds.Nativesenior-led
householdsare I . I timesas likely astheir
non-Nativecounterpartsto bein need.
Nativenon-familyhouseholds,led by singles
living aloneor sharingwith others,are 1.4
timesaslikely, while Nativefamily
householdsarealmosttwice as likely. The
differenceis largestfor family households,
partlyasa resultof a greatertendencyfor
Nativethannon-Nativefamilies to be lone
parents,therebyincreasingtheir
susceptibilityto housingneed(Figure3).
Urban Profiks

WhileNativehouseholdsgenerallyfind it moredifficult than non-Nativehouseholdsto obtain
metropolitanhousingwhich meetsstandards,thedegreeof difficulty they experiencevaries
systematicallyacrossthecountry(Table 1).

Nativehouseholdsresidingin westernmetropolitanareasaremore likely:
• to live in housingbelow standards,and,
• onceliving below standards,to bein core housingneed.

This is thecasewhetherthey are comparedto their westernnon-Nativecounterpartsor to
their easternNativecounterparts.
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METROPOLITAN LIVING BELOW STANDARDS IN CORE HOUSING NEED

AREA NATIVE NON-NATIVE NATIVE NON-NATIVE

ATLANTIC CANADA

St. John’s 200 40.0 29.9 * 16.5

Halifax 1,000 39.9 30.9 600 22.2 16.9

SaintJohn 400 45.4 29.5 200 26.4 15.8

CENTRAL CANADA

Trois-Rivi~res 400 41.0 31.2 200 20.8 17.6

Chicoutimi-Jonqui~re 300 36.4 28.6 13.4

Quebec 1,000 34.1 30.0 400 14.5 15.8

Sherbrooke 300 28.5 33.4 200 19.0 18.0

Montreal 7,900 38.8 36.9 3,700 18.0 20.3

Ottawa-Hull 4,700 34.3 29.1 2,200 15.7 14.0

Oshawa 800 39.2 32.3 400 17.4 13.4

Toronto 7,300 43.4 38.2 3,300 19.3 16.7

Hamilton 2,000 46.6 31.7 900 21.6 13.5

St. Catharines-Niagara 1,500 44.9 29.2 800 23.0 13.4

Kitchener 1,000 45.8 31.2 400 16.7 12.7

London 1,300 42.8 30.4 700 23.5 14.9

Windsor 1,200 40.5 29.3 700 22.4 14.9

Sudbury 1,100 42.0 30.9 600 22.2 14.5

Thunder Bay 1,000 45.7 26.2 600 27.7 12.2

WESTERN CANADA

Winnipeg 8,900 56.2 31.0 6,400 40.8 15.8

Regina 2,200 55.8 24.5 1,800 46.2 15.5

Saskatoon 2,600 58.4 27.0 2,300 51.6 18.9

Calgary 3,800 44.0 29.2 2,300 25.9 14.5

Edmonton 7,100 49.6 29.5 4,800 33.2 14.4

Vancouver 8,800 50.0 35.1 6,200 35.6 21.5

Victoria 1,800 48.4 31.9 1,100 31.0 17.8

ALL METRO AREAS

~B~LOQ 45.2 ~ 40.800 26.9 17.1

Estimates of households are rounded andpresented in hundreds: estimates ofless than 200 are not provided. Percentages
are based on estimates before rounding. Estimates, based on data provided by a 1 in 5 sample of households which receives
the census-long questionnaire, are subject to sampllng error.
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While half of all Native households
residing in western CMAs live in housing
below standards, only 30per cent of non-
Native households do. A comparison of
Native housing conditionsbetween western
and eastern CMAsreveals that western Native
households are particularly likely to be living
in housing below standards. Forexample,
only 4 in 10 Nativehouseholds live in housing
meeting all standards in Saskatoon, compared
to 6 in 10 in Toronto.

Thedata also indicate that Native
households living below standardsare 50 per
cent moresusceptible to core housing need if
they live in western CMAs. As aresult,
Nativehouseholds residing in western CMAs
are twiceas likely to be in core housing need
as native households in eastern CMAs.
Indeed, in Saskatoonone in two Native
households is in core housing need.
Saskatoon Nativehouseholds are 2.5 to3
timesas likely as their non-Native
counterparts to be in core need. Their
likelihood of being in core need is also two
times the average experienced by Native
households in Canada’s metropolitan areas.
Regina and Winnipeg Nativehouseholds also
experience high incidences of housing need.

Nativehousing conditions fall considerably
short of non-Native conditions in metropolitan
areas, with the gap beinggreatest in western
CMAs. Very high concentrations of metro-
politan Nativehousing need exist, especially
in Saskatoon, Regina and Winnipeg. This
finding isparticularly relevant given the
continuing urbanization of Canada’s
Aboriginal population.

This issue of Research and Development
Highlights has been producedas a result of
work carried out in the Research Division of
CanadaMortgageand Housing Corporation
(CMHC). As one part of a concerted research
program to better understand Aboriginal hous-
The Corporation assumes no liabilit yfor anyda
result of thispublication.
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ing conditions in Canadatoday, the highlight
focuses on a statistical profile of housing need
amongst Nativehouseholds living in Canada’s
metropolitan areas. Morecomprehensive
examinations of housing conditions
experienced by Aboriginal peoplesacross the
country wil l be provided in forthcoming
CMHC research reports.

For further information, contact Mr. J.
Engeland, Researcher, Housing NeedsAnalysis,
at (613) 748-2799.

CMHC carriesOut and finances a broad
rangeof research on thesocial, economic and
technical aspects of housing. ThisCMHC
Research and Development Highlights issue is
oneof a series intended to inform you briefly
of the natureand scope of theseactivities.

Formore information on CMHC housing
research, contact:

The Canadia n Housin g Informatio n Centre
Canada Mortgag e and Housin g Corporation
Room C1-200
700 Montrea l Road
Ottawa , Ontario
K1A 0P7
(613) 748-2367
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